MOSCOW   IN   THE   MAKING
the radio, the theatre, the cinema, and public speech.
Their powers, both of repression and of constantly dinning
into the ears of the people the party view, are out of afl
proportion more effective than anything that was possible
in the past-
It seems to be broadly true that hardship and even
injustice to individuals are not seriously considered in
Moscow if they are held to be necessary for the general
plan. The result of such a powerful and all-permeating
dictatorship by a party which is fanatically convinced of its
own righteousness is that Russia is a land of the most violent
political contrasts. The tremendous co-operative drive
towards the building of a better city, towards giving the
best opportunity for the health and education of children,
is magnificent and exhilarating. The ruthless suppression
of all criticism and protest, the callous treatment of those
who get in the way, is intolerable to those who believe in
the fundamental importance of individual liberty, who
believe that the best single test of a civilization is the way
in which it would treat a modern Christ or Socrates who
appeared in its midst,
Does the good outweigh the evil?
In Russia one must remember the conditions of 1917; an
illiterate people with no experience of self-government, an
insignificant industrial development, an immense sprawling
country almost without communications. Remembering the
time and energy that have gone into war against foreign
countries, against internal capitalists, against the Kulaks,
it seems quite possible that a Tsarist or a republican govern-
ment, run on capitalist lines, if it had been free from these
wars, might have given the people a higher standard of
living than they have to-day; but it is highly improbable
that any alternative government could have given the mass
of people the same hope and confidence1 in the future as
has been given by the Bolshevik methods of revolution,
socialism, and the one-party system. If we are justified in
regarding it as a transitory stage towards a new, just, and
free social order, the Bolshevik regime as a whole may well
1 It should be added that through the party membership, through the
numerous elected Soviets, through all kinds of committees in houses, factories,
etc., it seems certain that a considerably larger proportion of the citizens of
Moscow are getting training for democracy through experience of responsible
public work than in London.
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